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5872-S. E AMH CFS H2872. 2

ESSB 5872 - H COW AMD
By Commttee on Children & Fam |y Services

NOT ADOPTED 04/ 07/ 2005

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. Under the direction of the joint task force
created in section 2 of this act, the Washington state institute for
public policy shall conduct a study to determ ne the nost appropriate
and effective admnistrative structure for delivery of social and
health services to the children and famlies of the state, including
how best to ensure that an adm nistrative structure has defined |ines
of responsibility for delivering services to children and famlies in
need and the best neans for the public to hold government accountabl e
for delivery of those services. The institute shall conpare the
ef fectiveness of: Including social and health services to children and
famlies within an unbrella agency, such as the current departnent of
soci al and health services; establishing a separate agency for soci al
and health services to children and famlies whose adm nistrator
reports directly to the governor; or creating a children and famly
services cabinet reporting directly to the governor. The institute
shall, as part of the conparison, exam ne the adm nistrative structures
used in other states to deliver social and health services to children
and fam i es.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) A joint task force is created to
determ ne the nost appropriate and effective admnistrative structure
for delivery of social and health services to the children and famlies
of the state. The joint task force shall direct the study conducted by
the Washington state institute for public policy pursuant to this act.
Menbership of the joint task force shall consist of the follow ng:

(a) The dean of the school of social work at the University of
Washi ngton or an academ c professor from a list reconmmended by the
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dean, jointly appointed by the chairs of the house children and famly
services commttee and the senate human services and corrections
commi ttee;

(b) Two nmenbers of the house of representatives appointed by the
speaker of the house of representatives, one of whomshall be a nenber
of the mmjority caucus and one of whom shall be a nenber of the
mnority caucus, and two nenbers of the senate appointed by the
presi dent of the senate, one of whomshall be a nenber of the mpjority
caucus and one of whom shall be a nenber of the mnority caucus;

(c) The secretary of the departnent of social and health services
or the secretary's designee;

(d) An individual with previous experience as an adm ni strator of
a public agency providing services to children and famlies, jointly
appointed by the chairs of the house children and famly services
commttee and the senate human services and corrections conmttee;

(e) Ajuvenile court admnistrator, jointly appointed by the chairs
of the house children and famly services commttee and the senate
human services and corrections conm ttee;

(f) Afamly superior court judge, jointly appointed by the chairs
of the house children and famly services commttee and the senate
human services and corrections conmttee;

(g0 The director of the office of the famly and children's
onbudsman,;

(h) A social worker with experience in the public sector serving
children and famlies, jointly appointed by the chairs of the house
children and famly services conmttee and the senate human services
and corrections commttee; and

(i) Two representatives of comunity-based providers serving
children and famlies, jointly appointed by the chairs of the house
children and famly services conmttee and the senate human services
and corrections commttee.

(2) The dean of the school of social work at the University of
Washi ngton or the academ c professor, jointly appointed by the chairs
of the house children and famly services commttee and the senate
human services and corrections conmttee, shall be the chair of the
joint task force
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The Wishington state institute for
public policy shal | make reconmendat i ons concer ni ng whi ch
adm ni strative structure or structures would best realize efficiencies
in adm ni stration and best achieve positive outcones for children and
famlies, including, but not limted to, the follow ng:

(a) Reducing the nunber of children at risk for abuse or neglect
and increasing the safety and wel | -being of children;

(b) Increasing the ability of famlies to care for their own
children and reducing the nunber of children in foster care;

(c) Increasing placenent stability and permanency for children in
out - of -honme care and reduci ng unsafe and i nappropriate pl acenents;

(d) Delivering appropriate and tinmely nental health services;

(e) Providing adequate and appropriate staff training and
educati on;

(f) Pronoting foster parent recruitnment, training, and retention;

(g) Reducing the frequency and duration of sibling separation;

(h) Delivering adequate and tinely services to adol escents; and

(1) Increasing responsibility and accountability for achieving
goal s.

(2) The institute shall also make recomendati ons concerning the
costs, benefits, savings, or reductions in services associated with the
various adm nistrative structures considered in the study.

NEW  SECTION.  Sec. 4. The institute shal | report its
recomendations to the joint task force created in section 2 of this
act by Decenber 1, 2005."

Correct the title.

EFFECT: Requires the Washington State Institute for Public Policy
(WBI PP), under the direction of the joint task force created in the
bill, to conduct a study to determne the nobst appropriate and
effective admnistrative structure for delivery of social and health
services to the children and famlies of the state, including how best
to ensure that an admnistrative structure has defined Ilines of
responsibility for delivering services to children and famlies in need
and the best neans for the public to hold governnment accountable for
delivery of those services.



Requires the WSIPP to conpare the effectiveness of: I ncl udi ng
social and health services to children and famlies within an unbrella
agency, such as the current departnent of social and health services;
establishing a separate agency for social and health services to
children and famlies whose admnistrator reports directly to the
governor; or creating a children and famly services cabinet reporting
directly to the governor. Requires the WSIPP, as part of the
conparison, to examne the admnistrative structures used in other
states to deliver social and health services to children and famli es.

Creates a joint task force to determ ne the nost appropriate and
effective admnistrative structure for delivery of social and health
services to the children and famlies of the state. Requires the joint
task force to direct the study conducted by the WSl PP pursuant to the
bill. Menbership of the task force is to consist of the follow ng:

The Dean of the School of Social Wrk at the University of
Washi ngton or an academ c professor from a list reconmmended by the
Dean, jointly appointed by the Chairs of the House Children and Fam |y
Services Commttee and the Senate Human Services and Corrections
Comm ttee;

Two nmenbers of the House of Representatives appointed by the
Speaker of the House of Representatives, one of whom shall be a nenber
of the mmpjority caucus and one of whom shall be a nenber of the
mnority caucus, and two nenbers of the Senate appointed by the
President of the Senate, one of whom shall be a nmenber of the majority
caucus and one of whom shall be a nenber of the mnority caucus;

The Secretary of the Departnent of Social and Health Services or
the Secretary's designee;

An individual with previous experience as an admnistrator of a
public agency providing services to children and famlies, jointly
appointed by the Chairs of the House Children and Famly Services
Comm ttee and the Senate Human Services and Corrections Conmttee;

A juvenile court admnistrator, jointly appointed by the Chairs of
the House Children and Fam |y Services Commttee and the Senate Hunman
Services and Corrections Conmttee;

A fam |y superior court judge, jointly appointed by the Chairs of
the House Children and Fam |y Services Commttee and the Senate Human
Services and Corrections Conm ttee;

The Director of the Ofice of the Famly and Children's Orbudsman;

A social worker with experience in the public sector serving
children and famlies, jointly appointed by the Chairs of the House
Children and Famly Services Conmttee and the Senate Human Services
and Corrections Commttee; and

Two representatives of comunity-based providers serving children
and famlies, jointly appointed by the Chairs of the House Children and
Famly Services Conmttee and the Senate Human Services and Corrections
Comm ttee.

Provides that the Dean of the School of Social Wrk at the
Uni versity of Washington or the academ c professor jointly appointed by
the Chairs of the House Children and Fam |y Services Commttee and the
Senate Human Services and Corrections Conmttee is to be the chair of
the joint task force.

Requires the WSIPP to nake recomendations concerning which
adm ni strative structure or structures would best realize efficiencies
in adm nistration and best achieve positive outcones for children and
famlies, including, but not limted to, the follow ng:

Reduci ng the nunber of children at risk for abuse or neglect and
i ncreasing the safety and wel | -being of children;



I ncreasing the ability of famlies to care for their own children
and reducing the nunber of children in foster care;

| ncreasi ng placenent stability and permanency for children in out-
of -hone care and reduci ng unsafe and i nappropri ate placenents;

Del ivering appropriate and tinely nental health services;

Provi di ng adequate and appropriate staff training and educati on;

Pronoting foster parent recruitnent, training, and retention;

Reduci ng the frequency and duration of sibling separation;

Del i vering adequate and tinely services to adol escents; and

I ncreasing responsibility and accountability for achieving goals.

Requires the WSI PP to nmake recommendati ons concerning the costs,
benefits, savings, or reductions in services associated with the
various adm nistrative structures considered in the study.

Requires the WBI PP to report its recomrendations to the joint task
force created in the bill by Decenber 1, 2005.
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